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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 

Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-

8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 

and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V

-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 

the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 

Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 

materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-

cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 

from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 

TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 

Wednesday of almost every month at a site 

announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   

time or site will also be announced in the 

Rumble Sheet. 

Membership dues for the TCRG are $25 

per calendar year.  Membership in the Early 

Ford V-8 Club of America (the National 

Club) is a membership requirement of the 

Twin Cities Regional Group. 

Submitting Material Please send all mate-

rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 

Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-

mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 

Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 

month.  E-mail body content (not attach-

ment) is preferred. 

Advertising Classified ads are free to 

TCRG  members, and will run for three 

consecutive months.  Display ads (business 

card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 

$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 

Website TCRG can be visited online at 

www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2019 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 

Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    

Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  

Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 

Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 

Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 

Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 

Archives    OPEN     

Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 

Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 

Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 

     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  

     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 

     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday   GEEZER BREAKFAST 

3rd Thursday of the Month 

   

Woodbury Café  9AM 

Tamarack Drive 

Woodbury, MN 

Thanks to Joel for setting it up. 

 

NO JULY MEETING    

 

July 2   Julie Maxa 

July 5    Cathy Tabako 

July 13   Robert McMullen 

July 16   Chester Reitan 

July 18   Judy McMullen 

President's Message  For July 

 

                                            Doug and Marion Bodziak have become new members of the T.C.R.G. joining 

brother David. Their address is 8498 Hidden Bay Trail N., Lake Elmo, MN 55042. Their phone number is 

651-447-3135 and can be reached by e-mail at bodz@comcast.net. Their member number is 561. 

       Son Mike Bodziak has also joined the T.C.R.G. cementing what could be the Bodziak Dynasty. His 

address is 5920 Egg Lake Rd. N., Hugo, MN, 55038. His phone number is 651-308-5653 and he can be 

reached by e-mail at mrbodziak@gmail.com.  His number is 562. 

       At this time the Bodziaks are starting with a 1953 Mercury engine which will be the nidus of a new 

project. They are seasoned car guys, however, and have experience with flatheads. They have other species 

of vintage cars (T-Birds, for example,) but they are eager to get back into the flathead scene. We understand 

there may also be the next generation of grandkids into this project as well. 

     Welcome, Bodziak family!       

New Members Join TCRG 

It's nice to finally get back to our meetings and the tours. I've also been to a couple local car shows in my area. 

"National Drive your Ford day" June 19, Three Fords, two mercury and one modern car ('56 ford) met and 

made a 50 mile loop into Wisconsin ended up in a nice secluded park on the north edge of Hudson where we 

had a picnic. Afterwards some headed home to take a nap and some headed to "Back to the 50" going on at the 

fairgrounds. 

The National membership drive is still going on till the end of July we have recruited 4 new members so far. 

Our regional group has a chance to win $1000. For the highest percent of membership increase for the class 

we're in. Remember as per our TCRG by-laws you must be a member of the National club also. 

There are some National meets in the planning stages for next year. There will be a 2022 Eastern National 

meet in the Nashville area in June 1-5 and the Western National meet in the state of Washington June 11-14 

put on by RG18. 

 2023 the Grand National meet will be in Dearborn June 12-18 for more information check out the website. 

Mike Erickson 
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Recently Old Cars Weekly ran a series of articles called “My First 

Car” in which contributors wrote about  their first car. Editor Ron 

Long and  I feel that this would be a good" on-going feature in the 

Rumble Sheet, and. invite you to contribute an article about your 

first car, and one will be printed each month. Nearly everyone had a unique first car. The following is the 

story about mine. 

  In the spring of 1958 I bought a 1934 Chevrolet 2 door sedan for $15 The car seemed to run fairly well but  

had several out standing features.  

 It had no driver or passenger door  windows. The cranks were there, also the window arms but no glass. I 

made a couple of signs out of cardboard and taped them on the window arms so that if someone tried to 

crank up the windows a sign popped out of the door that read “What do you expect for $15?” Rain didn’t 

seem to be a problem as I recall (the car had no wipers), and one never wanted to close the windows any-

way because of  all the exhaust fumes coming up through the floor. Also it overheated constantly and the 

heat just rolled through the firewall, so we needed all the fresh air we could get.   

 The car had a range of about 8 miles  before overheating. The favorite destination that year was a root beer 

stand on the edge of town, and I could just make it at the boiling point. The carhops got to  know that when 

my Chev pulled in they should bring a glass of cold water and pour it in the radiator before I shut the engine 

off.  When I would blink the lights to pick up the tray that also  meant to bring a glass of ice water for the 

radiator so I could make it back home. (With all that overheating and cold water and ice, I never cracked 

the block!) I used to lift the  hood off every morning and leave it alongside the street, and put it back on 

every night. This raised the range about a mile or so and lowered the time needed to cool down. The next 

owner after me decided that the 1/2 inch of grease and  dirt covering the entire engine was the cause of the 

overheating, so he spent a day with a knife just carving all the grease of, and that seemed to help a lot.   

 The car had a Utah brand radio. It wouldn’t work and there was no money for fixing, so I took it out and 

threw it in the trash, because it was mounted under the  dash and kept any female passengers from  sliding 

over closer to the driver. They kept hitting their knees and shins on it.   

 Another outstanding feature was the  brakes, or lack of. About the only brake that worked was the right 

front, so you had to drive with both hands firmly clamped on the steering wheel, otherwise when you 

stepped on the brakes the wheel jerked to  the right. I practiced making a right turn by easing on the brake 

but never got good at it. What was really hard was keeping both hands on the wheel while working the  

floor shift and keeping one arm around  Little Red. (She was the-love of my life that spring.) We rode 

around practicing her shifting in rhythm to my double-clutching every night until the radiator would boil  

over, and we got quite good at it. [We are. talking about the car here, aren’t we? Ed] .   

 When I bought the car there was an extra key that didn’t seem.to fit the ignition or door locks so I threw it 

in a drawer at home and forgot about it. The tires were all very worn, bald, cracked, weathered, tubes  

showing in the cracks, taped up, etc., but I never had a flat or blowout. So it  wasn’t until long after I had 

sold the car that I got a phone call from another owner  wondering if by chance I had the key to  the spare 

tire lock.     

  During the summer a “flat spot” developed in the starter. Once in a while I would have the misfortune of 

shutting off the motor and having it stop in exactly the wrong spot, necessitating getting the crank out to 

start it. Marci (the love of my life by this time) was a very strong girl and was quite adept.at cranking.         

MY FIRST  CAR   
Dennis Carney   

(Rumble Sheet 1995) 
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I had to remain inside to work, the choke and gas.   

 One other thing I remember about the ‘34 was the dim headlights. My friends could always tell it was me 

driving towards them at night. I never knew how bad they were until I saw the car at night after I had sold it. 

With perfect youthful logic, Betty (the love-of my life.by late summer) summed it up when she said, “What 

good does it do to see what is ahead of you when you don’t have, any brakes anyway.   

 I finally sold the car in the fall. Got $20 for it so I was happy. The car was seen  around town occasionally for 

about two  years, then it disappeared. I always thought it was probably junked but never knew for sure. The 

last time I saw it, it had big red flames painted on the hood, which I always thought was very symbolic.   

 Now that you know all about my first car, I will be watching for your “first car”. DC [No, that's not Dennis 

behind the wheel in that flying‘ Chev on the previous page. It  . Seems that everybody 'was too embarrassed  to 

ever take a picture of the real thing   

Continued from previous page 

Drive Your Ford Day  

It was a small turn out, but a lovely drive over to Wisconsin. Thanks once again to Gary Rosenberger for 

leading us through the rural roads. We had lunch in a park in Hudson overlooking the St. Croix river. After 

hours of talking some headed home, others went to Back  To The Fifties.     (R Long picture) 
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11A-3446 The wishbone rubber ball.  

On the shelf  above my tool box rests an Argentina made wishbone rubber ball that I purchased from Little 

Dearborn years ago. ( That’s all you could get.) In the back of my mind I know I should replace the 73 year 

old one in the car that is oozing out from its holder. I have dreaded doing this job as I know how big of a 

fight they put up not wanting to go where they belong. 

Looking on line to see if a new ball might be softer and less of a battle I ran across the KR Wilson tool just 

for the job. This got me to thinking what about snap ring pliers? I dug out a pair and sure enough it expand-

ed the hole.  

With the car on jack stands and the axle on the floor jack I removed the old ball. I used a crowbar to lower 

the wishbone enough to get the new ball in the cup and with lots of tire lube and the pliers I got the wish-

bone started  on the ball. With a bottle jack I pushed the wishbone up into the ball. With some finessing it 

went together and turned where it belonged.. The cap went on and the bolts drew it together.  

I couldn’t get over how I procrastinated all those years and the ball went on without a big fight. 

Bill the Ed. 
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Board Meeting Minutes May 20, 2021 

                                                         

LOCATION: Louisiana Café ------- Start time 10:30 am. Twelve members were present for breakfast. In at-

tendance for the meeting were 7 board members. Missing with a broken foot was President Mike Erickson. 

Present were Kent Tabako, Gary Rosenberger, Roger Wothe, Gordy Ditmanson, Ron Christensen, Joel Berg-

strom, and Bill Gillies.               

 A. Treasurer – Roger W. We are in the black. All bills are paid.      

 B. Secretary Report - Gary R. Prior minutes approved.        

 C. Membership – Gordy D. We have 80 members. Eight did not renew from last year. We have a few 

new members in the process of signing up so we will have a new total next month. The board decided to not 

print a roster for 2021, but Gordy has made an update of changes which he handed out to board members. We 

are working on an update to the roster to be mailed out in the Rumble Sheet.                   

 D. Editor – Bill G. Bill said he is full up with articles for our newsletter. Do not send any new material 

at this time. You missed your chance.              

  E. Upcoming Events.                                                                                      

  1. June 2, 2021 Membership meeting at St Michael’s Church. Instead of charging a one-dollar 

fee per person at the meeting the board is considering paying for rent out of our treasury, so Joel does not 

have to collect money each time. This item is being taken into consideration. Joel will check with his church.                                           

  F. Old Business.                                           

  1. National membership drive is on for new members. Membership is now at 7169 and has 

been declining in recent years. We are enrolled in a contest to sign up new members.      

  2. Thanks to Kent Tabako for a great spring tour. Weather was great and drive-in food superb 

  3. The board is working on new membership brochures. Details to follow.   

  4. Back to the 50’s is back on at the fairgrounds. June 19 is Drive your Ford Day, and the club 

was planning a tour prior to BTT50’s changes. See June Rumble Sheet for details on the tour.                                          

 G. New Business.                                                                                           

  1. We have a few suggestions for future tours Amery WI, Willmar MN, and Minnetonka Drive

-in. The Veit museum will be closed till 2022.            

   2. A discussion was had about moving the location of our post office box. Tabled for now.                                                       

 H. Next Board Meeting – June 17, 2021 at Denny’s of Roseville.   

Meeting adjourned at 10:56 am.    

Respectfully submitted, by Gary R. 

It’s been a while.  I haven't gone anywhere, just like most.  I did hear that there was the Back to the 50's show, 

but I did not participate, although my caretaker did re-register my spot on the fairgrounds.  I wasn't sure if I 

needed a mask to go, but the consensus was to stay home and be safe.  Don’t want any of those virus germs in 

any of my canopies. 

Well, just wanted to let you know that I was safe and sound.  Occasionally I get the doors opened and I get 

aired out.  Still waiting for my new tire covers that I was promised last Christmas.  Guess Santa missed me 

again. 

Till next time.................. 

 

Tails from the Trailer:   by Bruce Nelson 
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Train Days At The St. Paul Union Depot  

   

Fascination with Trains  by Bruce Nelson 

 

I have traveled by train. 

Back in my younger days, I traveled with my Mom and Sister from Saint Paul to Evanston Illinois to meet Dad 

and then visit family members in Illinois.  More recently, Mary and I have traveled from Osceola Iowa to Re-

no Nevada (2013) and in 2019 from Saint Paul to Dearborn Michigan.  It is fun to travel on and also watch 

trains.  In most of my road trips, there is always a picture or two of a train and a stop at most railroad attrac-

tions.  I spent hours following Union Pacific Engine 4014 as it traveled through the Twin Cities in 2019.  4014 

is the restored ‘Big Boy’ steam engine, the largest steam engines ever built. 

I am a Life Member of The Friends of 261, the Milwaukee Road Steam engine based in Minneapolis.  I have 

also supported the Nevada Northern Railway in Ely Nevada.  Someday I hope to visit there. 

My Dad worked for Northern Pacific out of high school and also in the Army Railway Battalion during World 

War II, so that is probably where I got my interest in trains.  I remember we used to drive down to the tracks 

along the Mississippi River in Saint Paul and watch the trains go by.  For Christmas in 1956 Santa brought me 

an American Flyer train set.  Dad believed in authenticity, so it had to have two tracks instead of three. 

So, where is this going?  I have several railroad pieces in my home.  Like a St. Paul & Pacific Railroad lantern 

(predecessor to the Milwaukee Road) and several Great Northern and Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific 

Railroad headrest covers for train seats.  And my greatest railroad piece is a painting by Mark Harlan Johnson 

entitled The Hiawatha, which depicts the Milwaukee Road Hiawatha leaving the Milwaukee Road Station on 

Washington Avenue in Minneapolis (one of only 200 prints).  It hangs in my living room.  For years I chased 

after the complimentary painting – Northern Pacific at the S.P.U.D. (Saint Paul Union Depot), but no one ever 

offered it for sale. 

Saint Paul has always been a railroad town.  It has hosted Train Days for a number of years and the 1st week-

end this June it was back at the Union Depot.  Vendors, model train displays, locomotives and rail cars to view 

and walk through, something for everyone.  Mary and I planned on attending, since it was her birthday and 

what a great way to celebrate with trains.  Ironically the Channel 4 morning news had a live broadcast from 

Train Days and during the program ran a taped segment showing the vendors setting up.  As I watched I saw 

the print that I have been looking for.  We were going now for sure! 

We arrived right after it opened at 10 a.m. and wouldn’t you know it, we had to park in the lot the farthest 

away.  Once into the Depot we headed up to the passenger waiting room and the vendor area.  The first booth 

we stopped at was the booth with the picture.  I grabbed it!  The price was considerably cheaper than I had ev-

er seen so it quickly became mine.  It is currently at the frame shop getting ready to join The Hiawatha in the 

living room. 

So, while you may not have a interest in trains (they did exist before our Ford V-8s by the way), Train Days is 

a great way to enjoy some time out of the house, and who hasn’t been cooped up long enough in their house?  

Mark your calendar now – June 2022.  I’ll be there. 
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The Nov,23rd (first issue of Life Magazine) was “ In Alma Wisconsin.  To make a short cut 

from one highway to another, Dr Joseph Graham Mayo, 34 drove along the Burlington Rail-

road tracks. Before Dr. Mayo had bumped a mile over the ties an express train came roaring 

along at 65 m.p.h., crashed into his car, killed him and his hunting dog Floosie, carried the 

wreckage half a mile along the right of way”. “Two later Dr. Charles Mayo buries his son and 

Floosie in the same casket”. 

From the first issue of Life Magazine , two ads and a sad note About Dr. Mayo. 

Two Newspaper ads from 1946 from Kent Tabako 
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For Sale or wanted 

FOR SALE 

1935 Cabriolet Project Full drive line, all hard to find parts, Top bows, doors, Banjo wheel, windows, grill, 

windshield, and all fenders. $7500.00, OBO 

1936 Cabriolet Project, same as above. New floors pans. $7500.00 OBO 

1951 Victoria, good solid body, rebuilt engine, all trim, glass, & auto or manual, $2500.00, OBO 

1940 Sedan Front fenders$250.00, OBO 1940 Ford running boards, (new pads) $350.00, OBO  

Any Flathead or transmission  Any Ford motor or transmission. 

Tom Donahue 612-799-8017  _____________________________________________ 

 

  1933 Coml/pickup Grille. Nice ,$650.00; 1932 Headlight bar, $85,00. ’33-34 Glove Box Radio, 12 volt, 

very nice. $700.00.  Steve, 612 207-3200 or sseidl@cbburnet.com 

   ——————————————————————— 

49-50 spotlights (2) LH, 3 bump $125, 49-50 OD trans $150, 49-50 Merc carb $25, (3) Ford Heyer test stands 

$100 ea, HD engine stand $25, 47-8 nos grill stainless $75, also nos/used body/fender trim, lets barter, lots of 

51 trim/chrome, nos, used, great to fair, some minor sheet metal, 49-51 nos 1/4 panel pass side $450, any-

thing else car related I have that you want, lets talk. Ron G. 651 925 7049 or rgmentor@comcast.net 

   ———————————————————————— 

‘41 Ford  Cpe, Needs Complete Restore. Solid And Pretty Much All There. I Have And Xtra Drive line, A 

Tudor Sedan Parts Car. Lets Deal 763-682-3772  Bob McMullen, 2157 23RD St. SE,  Buffalo, MN 55313 

                                      ___________________________________________________ 

WANTED, *  

*Used Front timing gear cover for a '37 60 hp  Part # 52- 6019-A2 also the straight water pumps. 

part # 52-8501-B2 

Mike E  320- 396- 2473 

 

 *4- 17  X 550 tires. Prefer white walls. Steve, 612 207-3200 or sseidl@cbburnet.com 

 

 *Rear View Mirror mounts for 1933,34,35, 36 mirrors. These are the three piece mounts that were different 

for closed cars, roadsters and phaetons, and cabriolets.  thanks,  Dave Braun,  651-707-

4798     daveann444@cs.com. 

 Drive your Ford to the August Meeting! 
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Support our Advertisers! 

Add 

$2.50 

to  

Ship-

ping 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 

Early Ford V-8 Club of America 

P.O. Box 20236 

Minneapolis, MN  55420 


